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Oat production bottlenecks 
ÅNZ limited capacity and flexibility for processing 

covered oats - especially in North Island

ÅThe hull of the seed must be mechanically removed 

after harvest if covered oats are to be used for food 

ÅLack of innovation and processing capacity limits 

investment in the crop food chain potential for export 

replacement 

ÅThe insoluble fibre from oat hulls restricts use for non 

ruminant animals



A Solution
ÅDiversify crop production - cultivate hull and hullessoats

ÅHullessoats an excellent raw material for small manufacturers  -

expensive dehulling and sorting equipment not needed

ÅHullessoat production will encourage more food chain innovation 

by new companies that recognisetheir value

Å Improve networks and utilisation of existing processing equipment

ÅPromote discovery of new processing technologies with smaller 

factory footprint



Why hulless oats? 
ÅHarvested groats occupy less storage space (kg/hlå 65/54 )

ÅThe hulls are returned to the soil at harvest 

ÅNo dehulling costs

ÅThe groats can remain on the farm, be cleaned, sieved for 

size if required, and stored safely until needed

ÅNo identified intrinsically new technological or functional 

characteristics distinguish a hullessgroat from a dehulled

groat



Advances in genetics & agronomics 
ÅPlant genetics has overcome agronomic deficiencies of old 

hullessoat cultivarsand genetic stocks

ÅTotal groat yield from hull and hullessoat cultivars are similar

ÅHullessoats make up 90% of commercial oat crop in China, 

grown for centuries for feed and food - expandingproduct 

range - oat pasta and oat noodles, rice/oat mixtures, -

miscellaneous foodstuffs and beverages 

ÅContinuous sources of adapted hullessoat genetics coming 

on stream 



Commercial potential 
ÅNew naked oats are progressing through the UK 

national list system for registration- developed 
through the NZ/UK shuttle oat breeding program


